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RELIC of the olden times in fire insurance is the policy 
A fee which is still collected by agents in some parts of 
the country, and, we believe, retained by them as a perquisite. 
There is no warrant in the policy itself for the collection of a 
fee in addition to the premium which is mentioned in the 
policy as the consideration for the insurance, and in some 
States the collection of such fees would probably be deemed 
in contravention of law. In Michigan it is required that all 
such fees shall be reported for taxation; and the Insurance 
Department regards the charging of such fees as discrimina- 
tion against the small policyholder, from whom, mainly, they 
are collected, as compared with the large policyholder, who, 
as a rule, does not pay such fees. The same Department rules 
that, in cases of cancellation, the return premium shall be 
based upon the premium including the policy fee. The excuse 
likely to be urged by the agent in favor of the practice is that 
the commission upon the small policies issued upon many 
risks is so insignificant that the agent could not afford to do 
the soliciting, policy-writing, and other work entailed, for the 
commission alone. In other words, in fire insurance, as in 
most commodities, the small purchaser pays, proportionately, 
a much higher price than does he who buys in quantities. In 
order to obviate this objection, it may become necessary, in 
some sections and upon certain classes of risks, for the com- 
panies to forbid the collection of policy fees, but to increase 
rates and commissions correspondingly in order to equalize 
matters so far as the local agent is concerned. In the final 
analysis a fire insurance agent will not stay in the business 
unless he can make a living from it. 





N investigation by representatives of Insurance Depart- 
ments, which is attracting considerable attention just 

now, is that relating to the conduct of industrial accident 
and health business. One of the Departments, in a recent 
examination of a company transacting this class of business, 
discovered that the profit-sharing method of compensating 
agents was open to abuse at the hands of unscrupulous 
agents; and, on the matter being brought to the notice of 
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other Commissioners, an investigation of all companies was 
set afoot. The managers of these companies have welcomed 
the examiners and are as anxious as the Commissioners to 
have the business conducted along right lines. They admit 
that some agents have held up claims in order that they 
might show a small loss ratio and thus claim a larger share 
of profit, but the system in vogue at the home offices eventu- 
ally discovers any fraud, and the agent is discharged. In the 
rapid growth of this line of insurance it has been impossible 
to prevent some undesirables from getting into the agency 
field, but the companies know that it is to their own interest 
to keep their agency forces clean, and are doing so to the 
best of their ability. The question of profit sharing among 
agents has been debated pro and con for many years. In- 
surance Commissioners have repeatedly approved of the plan 
as a step in the right direction, and the results of the present 
investigation, while possibly revealing some defects, will 
demonstrate its merits. Meantime the report of an examin- 
ation of a large casualty company is being withheld pending 
the outcome of the general investigation. 





WO of the bills in the New York Legislature relating 
specially to New York City have been disapproved by 
Mayor Gaynor. One amends the act of incorporation of the 
New York Board of Fire Underwriters, but in a somewhat 
hazy manner, while the other was introduced, according to 
Mayor Gaynor, for the glorification of a certain newspaper 
proprietor. It was designed to operate in the direction of the 
prevention of fires, but the Mayor, the Fire Commissioner and 
the Merchants Association had drawn up a bill for the same 
purpose, which the Mayor considers far superior to the one 
he vetoed, concerning which he says: “It has provisions in it 
of the most dangerous character and is crude to the last de- 
gree.” The bill which the Mayor approves is very compre- 
hensive, and is seemingly well calculated to secure the safe- 
guarding of life and property in the city, though it vests broad 
powers in the Fire Commissioner. It is time, however, that 
some radical steps should be taken to curtail the annual fire 
loss ; and if a strict law having this worthy object as its pur- 
pose shall be found effectual in New York, the authorities in 
other cities may be induced to adopt similar measures, and 
thus bring about a general reduction in the country’s fire 
waste. 





EGISLATORS and the public press are prone to lay to 
the door of the fire insurance companies many cases of 
incendiarism due to over-insurance and the desire of the 
propertyowner to profit by it. This is distinctly unfair to the 
underwriters, who do not knowingly make a fire an attractive 
proposition to the insured by insuring property for more than 
it is worth, and who are always willing to prosecute in- 
cendiaries when sufficient evidence against them can be 
found. The criticism is especially unfair when made in 
States in which valued policy laws are in effect, which prac- 
tically deprive the companies of any means of defense in 
suspicious cases. When it is only necessary for the insured 
to prove the destruction of an insured property to become 
entitled to the full amount of insurance thereon, it is manifest 
that the insurance companies will exercise the utmost care not 
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to furnish any incentive to the destruction of property; but 
the gathering of evidence sufficient to convict a person of 
arson is a difficult—often impossible—task. Even the fire 
marshals, who devote most of their time to investigating sus- 
picious fires, frequently fail to secure convictions when they 
believe they have convicting evidence. 





ANY fire insurance companies report a falling off in 
M their premium receipts in New York City in the first 
half of this year, compared with the business in the corre- 
sponding period last year. This fact, however, may be due to 
such a variety of causes that, without consideration of losses, 
it may not necessarily be a bad sign in itself. The rapidly- 
increasing number of sprinkler-equipped risks tends to pro- 
duce a shrinkage in the volume of premiums, but it should 
also result in reduced losses. It is therefore difficult to make 
any close analysis of existing conditions in New York. The 
complaint of decreasing premiums seems to be quite general 
throughout the country. 





6é LEAN-UP DAY” was recently observed in Michigan, 

at the suggestion of the State Fire Marshal, by indi- 
viduals and by city authorities, and the newspapers took up 
the subject following the issuance of a proclamation by the 
Governor endorsing the movement. The points were dwelt 
upon that cleaning up would reduce the danger of fire, and 
that fewer fires would ultimately bring about lower premium 
rates. Apparently the suggestion was well received and gen- 
erally acted upon; and if the places cleaned up shall be kept 
clean throughout the year the plan will doubtless be produc- 
tive of good results. 





EEPING citizens posted upon matters of common 
interest is one of the duties assumed by the city author- 
ities of Denver, Col. One of the general subjects which is 
given much attention in the municipal paper (entitled “Denver 
Municipal Facts”) is that of fire prevention, particularly 
statistics of fire losses and fires caused by violations of city 
ordinances. Such a paper widely distributed among the 
citizens of a city should help to strengthen the civic spirit 
of the people and to aid in doing away with abuses which are 
productive of ill to the city at large as well as to individuals. 


FIRE INSURANCE TOPICS 


NEW YORK SURVEYS. 


Claim for Loss of Fire Apparatus.—A claim has been referred to 
the companies for loss caused by the destruction of private fire appa- 
ratus and several lengths of fire hose used in extinguishing the fire in 
Feltman’s pavilion, Coney Island, at the time of the Dreamland con- 
flagration. Feltman’s was saved, and the fire apparatus was not on 
his premises at all; but the adjusters reported that it was a clear case 
that the salvage on the pavilion was owing to the work done by the 
apparatus destroyed, so they recommended that the amount of the 
claim, $1015, be paid by the companies insuring the Feltman property. 

Inter-Insurance in Missouri.—A regular raid seems to be in pro- 
gress upon merchants and others already interested in inter-insurance 
associations to persuade them to join some of the new Missouri free- 
trade inter-insurers of that State. The department is prepared to 
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receive all outside inter-insurers who are able and willing to comply 
with the law, but it is recognized that not more than one or two are 
eligible. It was stated a few weeks ago that the Williamson outfit in 
Chicago could, if it would, comply with the law, but up to date no 
steps have been taken to carry that ability to a practical conclusion. 
In Kansas City there is an air of uncertainty about the several inter- 
insurers’ associations, as nobody has ever seen a list of the sub- 
scribers of the most pretentious of all, but it is all free trade in 
Missouri, and names of subscribers are secondary. 


Brokers and the Exchange.—lIt is anticipated that the system 
heretofore in vogue of brokers being licensed by the New York Fire 
Insurance Exchange will be continued in the future. There seems to 
be nothing in any of the new State laws which would prevent the 
Exchange from designating and licensing brokers who may deal with 
members. It is likely, therefore, that brokers will not only be obliged 
to procure State licenses under the new law, but if they wish to 
collect commissions from Exchange members will have to obtain 
Exchange licenses as well. 

New Fire Department Chief.—As anticipated, John Kenlon has 
been appointed chief of the New York Fire Department, to succeed 
E. F. Croker, resigned. He is regarded by Mr. Croker and many 
others as the best man available for the post. 

C. F. Shailcross Home.—Cecil F. Shallcross of New York, man- 
ager of the Royal of Liverpool, reached home last week after a two 
months’ trip to Europe. 

Recess of Standing Committees.—The standing committees of the 
Exchange and local Board have taken a recess until September, but 
the routine work continues. Some of these committees, especially of 
the Exchange, have had an arduous time through the early hot 
weather, and nobody grudges them a rest. With some of them it is 
dificult to gather a quorum at any season, and far more so in the 
summer. To serve on an active committee is by no means a sinecure, 
and many members of the Board and Exchange who have not passed 
through the severity of the experience have very little idea of the 
work their associates perform in the general interest. 

City Premiums Reduced.—The city premiums have been un- 
equally distributed in the totals for the first six months of the year, 
with the drift toward reduction. Probably one-third have shown 
some increase, not much in any case, and two-thirds more or less 
serious decrease. Taken together with the severity of the losses, the 
total experience has been unsatisfactory, but one of the pleasures 
of the city conditions is that a few months of exemption from severe 
losses soon puts the balance on the right side. 

Brokers Turn to Burglary Insurance.—Hot weather has its con- 
solations for the companies engaged in the burglary business, as it is 
noticeable that many persons who at other times decline to take out 
policies against burglary insure their premises against this risk much 
more freely than usual. A few brokers who watch the course of 
events closely are quick to take advantage of this fact, and we have 
heard of one of them who handed in applications to a single company 
upon which the premiums reached nearly $3000 in June and July, and 
earned a comfortable salary for his summer work. 


Whitehall Building Loss.—The loss on the Whitehall building in 
this city by the fire of June 10 was settled for $1210 upon an insurance 
of $2,400,000, which was a literal compliance with the eighty per cent 
clause upon a round value of $3,000,000. The loss was well dis- 
tributed over a list which revealed some of the enormous lines now 
written on fireproof risks. Twenty years ago an insurance of $25,000 
would have been regarded by the owner as ample for such a risk as 
the Whitehall building. 

Hardships of Surplus Line Brokers.—The surplus line brokers 
who have been able to obtain policies and binders in unrepresented 
offices are now balked by the new law which went into effect July 1. 
The Department has notified the special agents holding licenses for 
the State that they are now restricted to the old method of “pro- 
curing” policies on affidavit risks by correspondence with the head 
offices, and that the actual issue of policies and binders in their own 
offices must cease. Provision for a continuance of this practice is 
offered by compliance with a new law allowing outside companies, not 
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ready for deposits and other formule, to write policies, and it is sup- 
posed some of them may comply, but some of the requirements are 
severe, and especially the provision to appoint an attorney to accept 
service of process. The supposition that the English Lloyds would 
comply with this provision seems likely to be disappointed. So far as 
the regular affidavit risks are concerned the companies generally 
admit they have not suffered to any appreciable extent. 

Insurance on Grain in Elevators.—A steady demand from Chicago 
and other Western points for insurance on gfain in elevators has 
been in evidence during the past fortnight, and even among the local 
offices requests for reinsurance have been frequent. Minneapolis has 
used and shipped such great quantities of wheat that the demand in 
that quarter is far less than in Chicago. 

Storage Warehouse Business Brisk.—The storage warehouse 
business has livened up recently, especially upon the government 
bonded stores receiving the heavy importations of dry goods and other 
commodities for the fall trade. It sounds odd to learn that the 
holiday trade is affecting the storage business, but not more so than 
to be told that the clothing manufacturers are laying in heavy stocks 
of woolens preparatory to the winter trade. 

New Adjustment Trick.—There is a story among the offices of 
the discovery of a trick put through by a broker to save his client from 
the coinsurance clause in a loss a few months ago. The insured was 
short nearly $30,000 in a total requirement under the eighty per 
cent clause, which in the anticipated settlement after the fire would 
have cost the owner a respectable sum. To avoid this, additional 
insurance was taken out subsequently and reported to the adjuster in 
charge, but there was unusual delay in exhibiting the policies. It 
turned out the last lot were taken for eight months, so the expira- 
iions were made to appear within the year after the loss, and the 
outside endorsements on the policies were apparently regular. Luckily 
the adjuster discovered the trick and threw out the additional amount, 
sc that the owner paid quite a sum for the shortage. This is supposed 
to have been in reality a suggestion of an independent adjuster, and 
the owner’s own broker was guiltless. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


Executive Committeemen.—The following have been elected mem- 
of the executive committee of the Chicago Board of Underwriters: 
George E. Haas, W. Dix Webster, George W. Childs. 

Leaf Tobacco Rates Lower.—The Chicago Board has made a re- 
duction in rates on leaf tobacco located on grade floors. 

New Western Union Members.—Louis S. Amonson, president 
of the Peoples National, and R. B. Beath, president of the United 
Firemens, have been elected to membership in the Western Union. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


Fireproof Hotel Schedule.—At the meeting of the Boston Board 
of Fire Underwriters last week it was recommended that the New 
York schedule for fireproof hotels be adopted and applied to this 
class of buildings under the jurisdiction of the Boston Board. 

Farewell to J. W. Grover.—Last Thursday evening fifty-four 
members of the New England Insurance Exchange gathered at a 
farewell dinner, held at Young’s Hotel, Boston, tendered to Jefferson 
W. Grover, ex-president of the Exchange and the newly-elected 
secretary and treasurer of the Underwriters Association of New 
York State. F. W. Rice was toastmaster. All of the speakers ex- 
pressed the deep esteem and affection in which Mr. Grover is held 
in New England, and paid tribute to the high ability which so well 
fits him for his new position. 


—_——_———- 


NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


Altoona Rates Reduced.—Business men of Altoona, Pa., found 
last winter that the readjustment of fire insurance rates in that city 
brought about an increase in the cost of their protection, and a com- 
mittee was appointed by the Chamber of Commerce to investigate the 
cause and if possible secure some concession. As a result a reduction 


THE SPECTATOR 


Fire Insurance 


of twenty per cent in deficiency charges has been granted, and rates 
on dwellings have also been reduced. 

Agency Incorporated.—A charter has been granted by this State 
to Albert H. Ladner, Inc., of this city to conduct a real estate and 
insurance business; capital, $10,000. 

The Three Company Merger Ratified—Stockholders of the 
Spring Garden, Union and Insurance Company of the State of Penn- 
sylvania met last week and formally ratified the proposed merger of 
the three companies under the title of the last mentioned. The 
strengthened Insurance Company of the State of Pennsylvania will 
now have over $4,000,000 assets, $800,000 capital, and $1,400,000 sur- 
plus, and following is the official family: President, Clarence E. 
Porter; vice-presidents, Alexander Krumbhaar, J. Henry Scattergood 
and Waite Bliven; secretary, Edward L. Goff; treasurer, J. J. P. 
Rodgers; assistant secretary, Samuel P. Rodgers. Directors, Alex- 
ander Krumbhaar, George Vaux, Jr., Gustavus Remak, Jr., Clarence 
E. Porter, William W. Curtin, Richard L. Austin, Charles Fearon, 
John M. Shrigley, Henry S. Jeanes, Augustus Thomas, Joseph S. 
Frelinghuysen, C. V. Meserole, J. Henry Scattergood, Percy H. Clark 
and C. E. Morgan 3d. 

Hearing on Mutual Companies’ Affairs—The Dauphin County 
Court will to-day hear the State’s plea to have the affairs of the 
fourteen light-weight mutual fire insurance companies, which were 
raided in this city some time ago placed in the hands of a receiver, 
and the petition will ask that Insurance Commissioner Samuel W. 
McCullough be appointed. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 





Agency Rules at Pittsburg, Pa. 


At Pittsburg, Pa., for some time past it has been the rule to allow 
each company two agents in the congested districts and six city agents 
outside of that district, the agent to be domiciled where his business was 
written. A movement was started by some companies to allow the 
appointment of agents domiciled in the congested district to write out- 
side business. At a recent meeting of the Allegheny Board of Under- 
writers the outside agents carried through a resolution which permits 
them to write in the congested district. 





The Vulcan of New York Starts Business. 


On Thursday last, the Vulcan Insurance Company of New York, with 
offices at 89 Fulton street, commenced business with $200,000 capital and 
$100,000 surplus. Isidor Kahn is president, Chas. E. Falk is vice-presi- 
dent, and I. Koenigsberger is secretary. Herbert L. Keyes is counter- 
man for the city department. 





The New Brokers’ License Law in New York. 


Following are the provisions of Senator Sullivan’s fire insurance 
brokers’ bill, passed by the legislature, and which recently received the 
Governor’s approval: 


Section 1.—Chapter thirty-three of the laws of nineteen hundred and nine, 
entitled “An act in relation to insurance corporations, constituting chapter 
twenty-eight of the consolidated laws,” is hereby amended by inserting in article 
three of such chapter a new section, to be known as section one hundred and 
forty-two, and to read as follows: 

§ 142. Agents’ and brokers’ certificates of authority. The term “agent” in this 
section shall include an acknowledged agent or surveyor or any other person, 
partnership, association or corporation who shall in any manner aid in transact- 
ing the insurance business of any underwriter, incorporated or unincorporated. 
The term “broker” in this section shall include any person, partnership, asso- 
ciation or corporation who, for compensation, acts or aids in any manner on 
behalf of the insured in negotiating contracts of insurance or placing risks or 
procuring insurances, including surety bonds. 

No person, partnership, association or corporation shall act as agent for any 
underwriter, incorporated or unincorporated, in the transaction of any business 
of insurance within this State, or negotiate for or place risks for any such under- 
writer or in any way or manner aid such underwriter in effecting insurances, or 
otherwise, in this State, unless such underwriter shall have fully complied with 
the provisions of this chapter. Every such agent shall, annually, on the first day 
of January, or within six months thereafter, procure a certificate of authority 
from the Superintendent of Insurance, who shall file in his office evidence of the 
issuance of such certificate to the agent aforesaid. No underwriter, authorized to 
transact any insurance business within this State, shall employ any person, 
partnership, association or corporation, as agent to solicit insurance or issue 
policies for him or it, unless he or it has a certificate of authority as required by 
this section. Such certificate shall be revoked by the Superintendent of in- 
surance if, after due investigation and a hearin Lelave himself or before any 
salaried employee of the Insurance Department designated by him whose report 
he may adopt, he determines that the holder of such certificate has violated any 
provision of this chapter. No person whose certificate of authority is so re 
voked, nor any partnership of which he is a member, nor any corporation. of 
which he is an officer shall be entitled to any certificate of authority under this 
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section for a period of one year after such revocation, and, if any such certificate, 
held by a partnership or corporation, is so revoked, no member of the partner- 
ship or officer of the corporation shall be entitled to any such certificate for the 
same period of time. 

No underwriter authcrized or permitted to do business in this State, or agent 
thereof, shall pay any commission or any other compensation to any person, 
partnership, association or corporation not a duly authorized agent of such 
underwriter for services in obtaining or placing any such insurance, unless such 
person, partnership, association or corporation shall have first procured from the 
Superintendent of Insurance a certificate of authority to act as broker to solicit 
such insurance as provided in this section. No person, partnership, association 
or corporation shall act as broker in the solicitation or procurement of applica- 
tions for insurance or receive for services in obtaining or placing such insur- 
ance any commission or other compensation from any underwriter authorized or 
permitted to do an insurance business in this State, or agent thereof, without 
first procuring a certificate of authority so to act from the Superintendent ot 
Insurance, which must be renewed annually on the first day of January, or 
within six months thereafter. No such certificate shall be valid, in any event, 
after the first day of July of the year following the issuing of the same. The 
fee, to be paid annually to the Superintendent of Insurance by the applicant for 
such broker’s certificate at the time the application is made, shall be ten dollars 
where the applicant’s principal place of business in the State is in a city of the 
first or second class and two dollars where the applicant’s principal place of 
business in the State is not within a city of the first or second class. Such 
certificate shall be revoked by the superintendent if, after due investigation and 
a hearing either before himself or before any salaried employee of the Insur- 
ance Department designated by him whose report he may adopt, he determines 
that the holder of such certificate has violated any provision of this chapter 
by any act or things done with respect to insurance for which such certificate 
is required. No person whose certificate of authority is so revoked, nor any 
partnership of which he is a member, nor any corporation of which he is an 
officer shall be entitled to any certificate of authority under this section for a 
period of one year after such revocation, and, if any such certificate, held by a 
partnership or corporation, is so revoked, no member of the partnership or 
officer of the corporation shall be entitled to any such certificate for the same 
period of time. 

Before any broker’s certificate of authority shall be issued by the Superin- 
tendent of Insurance there must be filed in his office a written application for 
such certificate which must set forth (a) the name and address of the applicant, 
and if the applicant be a partnership, the names and addresses of each mem- 
ber thereof, and if a corporation, the names and addresses of each of its officers; 
(b) whether any certificate of authority as agent or broker has been issued 
theretofore by the Superintendent of Insurance to the applicant, and, if the 
applicant is an individual, whether any such certificate has been issued thereto- 
fore to any partnership of which he was or is a member, or to any corporation 
of which he was or is an officer, and, if the applicant is a partnership, whether 
such certificate has been issued theretofore to any member thereof, and, if the 
applicant is a corporation, whether such certificate has been issued theretofore 
to any person who at the time application is made is an officer of such cor- 
poration; (c) the business in which the applicant has been engaged for the 
year next preceding the date of the application, and, if employed by another, 
the name or names of such employer or employers; (d) that the applicant is 
engaged or intends to engage, in good faith, principally in the insurance 
brokerage business or that he conducts or intends to conduct such business in 
connection with a real estate agency or real estate brokerage business, and is 
not a salaried employee of any person, partnership, association or corporation 


on whose property or risks he receives or ——- to receive application for 


insurance, and does not make the application for a certificate of authority for 
the sole purpose of securing commissions on insurance written, on his own 
property or risks. Such application must be signed and verified by the applicant, 
and, if made by a onetnietide, by each member thereof, and if by a corporation, 
by any proper officer thereof. 

If the Superintendent of Insurance shall revoke the certificate of authority 
of any agent or broker issued under this section and such agent or broker 
shall apply for a writ of certiorari to review such action, the operation of such 
revocation shall be suspended and such revocation shall not become operative 
until the final determination of such certiorari proceedings and all appeals 
therefrom, but, in case the action of the Superintendent is affirmed, such agent 
or broker shall not be entitled to any certificate under this section for a period 
of one year after such affirmation. 

This section shall not apply to any contract of life insurance, nor to any con- 
tract of insurance upon or in connection with marine or transportation risks or 
hazards other than contracts for automobile insurance, nor to contracts of in- 
surance upon property located without this State, nor to contracts made by per- 
sons, partnerships, associations or corporations authorized to do business under 
articles five, six, seven and nine of this chapter. 

Any person, partnership, association or corporation violating any of the pro- 
visions of this section shall in addition to any other penalty in this chapter pro- 
vided, forfeit to the people of the State five hundred dollars. 

Nothing in this chapter shall be so construed as to prevent any person, partner- 
ship, association or corporation authorized to do an insurance business within 
this State from authorizing a broker to whom a certificate of authority has been 
issued under this section to act as its agent for the collection of premiums. 

§ 2. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed. 

= This act shall take effect on the first day of January, nineteen hundred and 
twelve. 





New York Fire Insurance Companies’ Stocks 


(Quotations furnished by E. S. Bailey, 66 Broadway, New York city.) 


Anguesingse Bid Asked 
nnual When Price, Price, 
Dividend. Payable. Per Cent. Per Cent. 


200 
1,050 


Company. Capital. 


City of New York 
Commonwealth 
Continental 

Empire City .... 
Fidelity-Phenix 
German Alliance 
German-American 
Germania ($50)... 
Glens Falls ($10) 
Globe and Rutgers 
Hanover ($50) 
Home .. 

Nassau ($50) 
Niagara ($50) 
North River ($25) 
Pacific ($25) 

Peter Cooper ($20) 
Stuyvesant 

United States ($25) 
Westchester ($10) - 800,000 
Williamsburgh City ($50). 250,000 


Q, Quarterly. 


Re 
tO 


bE BB mat a he 
ORE ee ee 


Stet OS St HO St ttt 


KORE ORR ROE Re Ge ke 


SF Se PS 


SP, 


* No information. 
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—Ridge, McNeill & Furlong of Philadelphia have been appointed independent 
agents for the Dixie Fire of Greensboro, N. C. 

—C. G. Boland, a local agent at Scranton, Pa., is organizing a new fire insur- 
ance company, which is to have $500,000 capital and an equal amount of surplus. 

—The United States Fire and the Peter Cooper Fire, both of New York, are 
about to be examined by the New York Insurance Department preparatory to 
their amalgamation. 

—Licenses to place surplus lines in Pennsylvania have been issued to Charles 
Tredick & Co., Buckman & Williams, Umstead & Co. and Mather & Co. of 
Philadelphia, and W. L. Clark of Pittsburg. 

—Each underwriter at London Lloyds who wishes to do business in New York 
under the new surplus-line law must appoint an agent or agents to represent 
him, and cannot do this by his attorney-in-fact. 





THE NEW ENGLAND FIELD. 


New England After Southgate. 


Immediately after the adjournment of the Buffalo Convention of the 
National Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents, the delegates from 
New England got together for the purpose of arranging for a trip 
through New England on the part of the newly elected president, J. H. 
Southgate. At the last annual meeting of the New England Associations 
changes in the by-laws were effected by each association so that they 
could all hold their conventions within the same week on consecutive 
days, this change being made with a view to arranging for the National 
President to visit the State meetings on one trip. President Southgate 
told the New England delegates that he would be pleased to come and 
visit them. 





Equitable Fire and Marine of Providence. 


Stockholders of the Equitable Fire and Marine of Providence, desir- 
ing to accept the bid of the Phoenix of Hartford of $75 per share, must 
deposit their stock on or before August 15 with the Industrial Trust 
Company of Providence. The offer requires that a majority of the stock 
shall be deposited and that the Equitable’s condition on July 1 shall be 
found to have been satisfactory. 





—The receiver of the New England Fire of Providence, which failed two years 
ago, has paid a final dividend of 8.84 per cent, making a total of 20.84 per cent 
paid creditors. 





THE WEST. 


Death of Charles H. Bigelow. 


Charles H. Bigelow, for thirty-five years president of the St. Paul Fire 
and Marine Insurance Company of St. Paul, Minn., died on Monday last 
after a lingering illness. Prior to his entry into the insurance business, 
about 1864, Mr. Bigelow had been in manufacturing and mercantile lines 
in New York. In 1862 he engaged in the lumber business in Chicago, 
and two years later went to Minnesota. After having been identified 
with the St. Paul Fire and Marine for several years, Mr. Bigelow was 
elected secretary in 1871, and became president in 1876. He built up 
the company until it now occupies a position among the leaders, with a 
premium income exceeding $5,000,000 per annum. Mr. Bigelow was a 
thoroughly competent underwriter, and enjoyed the esteem of a large 
number of business and social friends, by whom he will be greatly 
missed. One of his sons, Fred R. Bigelow, is vice-president of the St. 
Paul Fire and Marine Insurance Company. 





James F. Joseph Goes with Home Fire of Indianapolis. 


The Home Fire Insurance Company of Indiana, Indianapolis, has 
secured the services of James F. Joseph as vice-president and underwrit- 
ing manager. For some years Mr. Joseph was stationed in Cincinnati, 
and later in Chicago, and from 1903 to 1908 was assistant Western 
manager of the North British and Mercantile of London. Since the latter 
date he has been located in New York as vice-president and manager 
of the Commonwealth of New York. Mr. Joseph enjoys a high reputa- 
tion as an underwriter, and the Home Fire is fortunate in having him 
in charge of its underwriting. He will take up his new duties about 
September 1, and as soon thereafter as preparations can be completed 
(possibly within ninety days) the company will begin business. The 
sale of stock of the Home Fire ceased on July 15, when subscriptions 
aggregating $1,700,000 had been received. All the stock was sold at $20 
per share, and the company has more than 3500 stockholders. Offices 
are being fitted up for the company in the new Lemcke Annex building, 
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at 115 North Pennsylvania street. President John C. Billheimer is very 
sanguine as to the success of the Home Fire, which will start under 
the most favorable auspices. 

The Home Fire is fortunate in having secured the services of so ex- 
perienced and practical an underwriter as Mr. Joseph, as well as in 
having a strong Official staff in addition to that gentleman. Its president, 
John C. Billheimer, was formerly Auditor of State, and its remaining 
officials are: Vice-presidents, John W. Holtzman and Lewis A. Coleman; 
treasurer, Lynn B. Milliken; secretary, Cyrus W. Neal; assistant secre- 
tary, Oscar L. Ross. 





Retailers Fire of Oklahoma City to Begin Business Soon. 


The Retailers Fire of Oklahoma City, of which R. M. Eacock is man- 
aging underwriter, will probably secure its Oklahoma license about 
August 8, and will confine its operations to its home State for some 
time, writing conservatively. It is anticipated that the company will 
begin business about September 1, and that it will secure a large volume 
of risks from the start, because of its having hundreds of stockholders 
among business men of the State. 





Kansas Commission Scales Must Be Filed. 


TOPEKA, July 29.—To aid the Kansas Department of Insurance to 
arrive at a conclusion in the controversy between the Union and non- 
Union fire insurance companies in this State, I. S. Lewis, State Superin- 
tendent of Insurance, to-day issued a request to all fire insurance com- 
panies authorized to do business in Kansas to immediately send to the 
Department a scale of commissions paid to their Kansas agents. 

“TI desire to say,’’ said Mr. Lewis in his letter to the insurance com- 
panies, “that the filing of a scale of commissions, the maximum of 
which is higher than twenty-five per cent, including contingent com- 
missions, bonuses and gifts of any kind whatsoever, cannot be viewed 
with favor by this Department.’ Pending the filing of the scales com- 
missions, the order of June 30, relating to the separation rule, remains 
in effect. 





Marine Insurance Rates and Methods. 


CHICAGO, July 29.—Marine insurance rates are based upon peculiar 
conditions because they cover the hazards of fire, collision, stranding, 
sinking, etc. There are many who think that the rates have been too 
broadly applied, and that sufficient recognition has not been given to 
specially good individual records. Last year the Insurance Company of 
North America, of Philadelphia, when the other companies were charging 
a rate of 6 per cent on hulls, with a 10 per cent rebate if there was no 
claim for loss during the vear, made a rate of 4.5 per cent net to the 
owners for all vessels with a satisfactory claim record for a period of 
years, and would write on such vessels up to 13.5 per cent of the value. 
This year the companies in general have made a rate of 5.75 per cent 
without any rebate for absence of claims, and the Insurance Company 
of North America is writing up to 25 per cent of the full value on ves- 
sels of satisfactory record at a rate of 4.5 per cent net. It has found 
the business profitable and increasing under this system, and holds that 
it is equitable in that it recognizes the vessels and lines which are 
carefully handled and encourages the owners to maintain their good 
records. Heretofore the disposition has been to insist upon the masters 
making time, regardless of the risks run, on the ground that the ves- 
sel was insured. Under the other system there is material advantage 
to the owner in avoiding carelessness and maintaining his good record. 





Status of Mutual Companies at Cincinnati. 


CINCINNATI, July 29.—The mutual question, which has been 
agitated at Cincinnati for the past few weeks, has been finally disposed 
of by the adoption of the following amendment to the constitution of 
the Fire Underwriters Club of Cincinnati. 

“No individual, partnership or corporation soliciting insurance shall 
be eligible for membership in the club, if such individual, or partnership 
or any member thereof, or corporation or any stockholder or officer 
thereof, represents a fire insurance company operating on a mutual plan 
within Hamilton County; and if after being accepted as a member, such 
person, or the partnership or any members thereof, or the opera- 
tion or any officer or stockholder thereof, shall accept the 
representation of or become an officer of a fire insurance com- 
pany doing business on the mutual plan within Hamilton county, he 
or they shall forfeit membership in the club. If, at the time of the 
passage of this amendment, there are any members representing fire 
insurance companies doing business on the mutual plan within Ham- 
ilton county, such representation of mutual companies must be discon- 
tinued on or before January 1, 1912, otherwise membership in the club 
shall be forfeited.”’ 





Precautions Against Forest Fires in Wisconsin. 


MADISON, July 29.—The Wisconsin State Forestry Department is tak- 
ing advanced measures to avert disastrous forest fires in the State 
reserves in Oneida and adjoining counties. Fire lines have been made 
and a system of watch towers started by means of which incipient fires 
may be sighted in time to warn by telephone the rangers stationed at 
points in the woods, so that quick action may be taken to extinguish 
the fires. State Forester E. M. Griffith recently mailed 5000 special 
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warning notices to town boards for posting in the wooded regions, call- 
ing attention to the State law against the starting of fires for warming 
the person or cooking food. 





Central Union of Kansas City Nearly Ready. 


The Central Union Fire of Kansas City, in process of organization for 
over a year, is soon to apply for a license, with a paid-up capital of 
$300,000 and a net surplus of about $90,000. The company has purchased 
a number of securities held by the St. Louis Fire and the Century of 
Des Moines. George H. Scott, formerly Western manager of the National 
of Allegheny, is to be one of the directors and interested in the manage- 
ment. 





Dangerous Buildings to be Razed. 


CINCINNATI, July 29.—Ohio State Fire Marshal Zuber is in Cincin- 
nati, checking over the inspections made by the local deputies which 
condemned a number of fire trap buildings. As soon as the work is com- 
pleted notices will go out to the various owners ordering the wrecking of 
the buildings in accordance with the new State law. Mr. Zuber has 
already checked over the inspections for Dayton, and similar notices 
will be served upon the owners at that place very shortly. o4 





Ouster Proceedings Against Union Mutual of Enid, Okla., 
Dismissed. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Aug. 1.—Judge Taylor, in the District Court at 
Oklahoma City, to-day dismissed the ouster proceedings brought by 
Insurance Commissioner Ballard of Oklahoma against the Union Mutual 
Insurance Company of Enid, Okla., the case being dismissed on the 
request of County Attorney Sam Hooker of Oklahoma County, in whose 
name the suit was originally brought, no provision existing in the 
statutes whereby the Insurance Commissioner can personally institute 
suits. The Union Mutual does business almost solely among farmers in 
Oklahoma, and Commissioner Ballard revoked its license for cause. The 
company refused to acknowledge the authority of the Insurance Commis- 
sioner, and suit was brought, with the result stated. Insurance Com- 
missioner Ballard to-day announced that he will take the action of Judge 
Taylor to the State Supreme Court, the contention of the Attorney Gen- 
eral and the Insurance Commissioner being that neither Judge Taylor 
nor any other State judge can dismiss a State case without the consent 
of the executive head of the particular Department involved. The Union 
Mutual will now have to mandamus the Insurance Commissioner for 
recognition before the Insurance Department in order to procure a 
license for the company and its agents. 





State and Special Agency Appointments and Changes. 


General Fire, Paris ——W. H. Harrison, Davenport, Ia., special agent 
for lowa. 

London Assurance.—George B. Sherman, Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
agent for Iowa, Nebraska and South Dakota. 

Fidelity Underwriters.—C. A. Allen, a special agent in Illinois, has 
resigned. 

4Etna.—W. J. Tippery, Fargo, N. D., to succeed H. R. Ensign in Min- 
nesota. 

Buffalo German.—H. J. Lambin, special agent for Wisconsin, Northern 
Illinois and Northern Indiana. C. C. Bowersox, special agent for Mis- 
souri, Southern Illinois and Southern Indiana. 

' Firemans Fund.—Walter A. Sawyer, Ohio State agent. He was form- 
erly Ohio special agent of the Springfield Fire and Marine. 

St. Paul Fire and Marine.—J. P. Burnley, special agent for the com- 
mercial department, Des Moines, Ia.; Charles W. Davis, special agent 
for Missouri; John Bunyon, manager of the Iowa farm department. 

Hartford Fire.—Chas. R. Boynton, transferred from Illinois to Colo- 
rado, Wyoming and New Mexico, to assist W. A. McCrew. 

Fire Association.—Benjamin R. Mowry, special agent, to assist William 
H. Hellyar in New England. 


, special 





—C. H. Pingree of Bloomington has been appointed Illinois special agent for 
the Fidelity Underwriters. 

—A. C. Walker, senior member of the Walker-Larsen Company insurance 
agency at Omaha, died recently, after an illness of several weeks. 


—Bruce Dodson of Kansas City, who manages a number of class inter-insur- 
ance concerns, has added the Bakeries Reciprocal Exchange to his other lines. 


—Thos. E. Snyder, special agent in Indiana for the A=tna of Hartford, will 
sever his connection September 1, to enter the lumber business at Pine Bluff, 
Ark. 


—The Boston Insurance Company of Boston has transferred its automobile 
fire floater and collision agency at St. Louis, Mo., from C. D. Eaton to H. G. 
Sawtelle & Co. 


—The Bankers and Merchants Fire of Minneapolis will open subscription 
books August 20 in the Metropolitan Life building. It is proposed to have 
$2,000,000 of capital and surplus. 

—E. E. Olinger becomes Oklahoma special agent for the Queen of New York. 
He has latterly been a local agent at Topeka, Kan., and was previously special 
agent for the Providence Washington. 

—J. C. Dulany of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma special agent for the Sun of 
London, has had Kansas added to his field because of the resignation of F. C. 
Secor, special agent for Missouri and Kansas. The Missouri field has been 
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given to J. C. Wharton, who has heretofore covered illinois and Tennessee, and 
who will also cover Illinois, with an assistant for Tennessee. 

—It is now suggested by the Attorney-General of Kansas that Union com- 
panies be forbidden to pay more than fifteen per cent flat commission, and also 
be forbidden to enforce the separation rule. 





THE SOUTH. 


Drought in the South. 


At Charlotte, N. C.,,it was necessary to haul water in tank cars from 
the Catawba river, ten miles away, and many nearby towns were in 
similar straits. Eastern Kentucky towns are also suffering from the 
drought, and 10,000 barrels of water have been shipped to points in Flem- 
ing county. 





Unauthorized Insurance in Mississippi. 


JACKSON, July 29.—The Insurance Commissioner has information that 
the companies named below, none of which is licensed in Mississippi, 
are writing some business in this State, and occasionally find, strange 
to say, that the business has been placed through insurance agents: 
Columbia Mutual Fire Insurance Company, Philadelphia; Loyal Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company, Philadelphia; Metropolitan Mutual Insurance 
Company, Philadelphia; Mutual Co-operative Benefit Company. 

The penalty for an authorized agent placing insurance in an unauthor- 
ized company is the revocation of his license, and, in addition, he is 
made liable for the amount of the loss. In two cases, recently, Insur- 
ance Commissioner Henry has revoked the license of fire insurance 
agents, and as the companies in which business was placed have declined 
to settle, he is-now assisting the assured in an effort to make the afore- 
said agents pay for the property burned. 





—The water supply of Dallas, Tex., has been much improved. 
—Harvey Wells, a local agent at Taylorsville, Ky., died recently. 
—An anti-rebate bill has been introduced in the Georgia Legislature. 


—John L. Sowards is now Kentucky special agent for the Henry Clay Fire of 
Lexington, Ky. 


—Rates have been advanced 25 cents per $100 at Meridian, Miss., because of 
bad fire record. 


—A bill in the Georgia Legislature would vitiate any warranty in a fire in- 
surance policy unless it was violated with intent to defraud. 


—The conflagration hazard at Covington, Ky., is quite serious, according to the 
National Board’s engineers, while that at Newport, Ky., is lessgso because of the 
availability of outside help. 


—The Austin Fire and the Commonwealth Fire, both of Dallas, Tex., have 
increased their paid-in capitals to $250,000, the new stock being sold at $150 a 
share and without any expense for promotion. 


—The Georgia Fire of Cedartown, Ga., has reinsured a considerable portion of 
its risks in the National Home, a new company under virtually the same manage- 
ment, and now shows a net surplus of $20,031. It is about to increase its capital 
to $200,000 and to add to its surplus by selling the new stock at 125 per cent. 

—Post Office Department officials have caused the arrest of W. E. Coleman at 
Dallas, Tex., and Frederick Warren (alias “M. M. Ray & Co.) at New York 
city in connection with the selling of policies of the “Great Eastern Inter- 
Insurance Company” of New York and the “Commonwealth -Inter-Insurance 
Underwriters” of New York, for both of which M. M. Ray & Co. posed as 
managers. 

—The Baltimore Board of Fire Underwriters has advised members that they 
cannot represent the following-named underwriters’ agencies without violating 
new Rule XV.: Niagara-Detroit Underwriters, German Alliance Insurance 
Association, Firemens Underwriters, Jersey Fire Underwriters, Duquesne Under- 
writers, Insurance Underwriters of Spring Garden Insurance Company, Ameri- 
can Underwriters Agency. 





THE PACIFIC COAST. 


Fire Companies to Write Other Classes in California. 


SAN FRANCISCO, July 27.—The California Insurance Department is 
handling the applications of a number of fire companies which wish 
their State licenses amended to permit the transaction of a new classi- 
fication of insurance made by the last California Legislature. The new 
class is numbered fourteen, and is known as cyclone, tornado, wind- 
storm and lightning insurance. Authority to write such business must 
be contained in the company’s charter, and its capital must be large 
enough to allow $50,000 above the requirements necessary for the trans- 
action of such other classes as it may be licensed for. Previous to the 
enactment of class fourteen, this year, cyclone and lightning insurance 
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could only be written by miscellaneous companies which could not offer 
the comprehensive policy now being written by the fire companies. 





California Surplus Line Brokers. 


SAN FRANCISCO, July 27.—The California Insurance Department has 
licensed the following surplus line brokers for the insurance year ending 
July 1, 1912: H.S. Manheim, Chas. H. Williamson, Wm. Macdonald, 
Clarence Colman, R. C. Ward, C. B. Harrison and F. W. Birlem of San 
Francisco; R. G. Johns, D. W. Pierce and O. Rey Rule of Los Angeles. 





—H. H. Klamroth, acting secretary of the Pasadena (Cal.) Local Board of Fire 
Underwriters, died recently. 

—Wm. R. Burke, formerly in the insurance business at Los Angeles, Cal., 
died recently at Rochester, Minn. 


—The Northern of New York has been licensed in California. The Bertheau- 
Watson Company of San Francisco is its general agent. 


—Wm. R. Smedburg, of the San Francisco brokerage firm of Smedburg & 
Smedburg, died recently. He had been in the insurance business for forty-one 
years. 


—The Edward J. Dahms Insurance Company of Spokane has been appointed 
general agent for the New Jersey Fire for Idaho, Montana and Washington east 
of the Cascade mountains. 

—Stockholders of the Sacramento Holding Company, which is promoting the 
Western National Fire of Sacramento, will have an examination of its books 
made by experts. President Benson tendered his resignation, but it was not 
accepted. Secretary Steele has resigned and left the State. 


—The Colorado Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents has elected these 
officers: President, Chas. T. Fertig, Colorado Springs; first vice-president, C. 
F. Cashman, Denver; second vice-president, B. S. Crockett, Pueblo; third vice- 
president, C. M. Sampson, San Antonio; secretary-treasurer, F. H. Dunnington, 
Colorado Springs. 





MISCELLANEOUS FIRE NEWS. 


Distribution By States. 


The Spectator Company has just issued the fifteenth annual edition 
of its book, entitled “Distribution by States of Fire Insurance in the 
United States.’’ It is prepared in a very concise yet comprehensive 
form, and shows the premiums received, losses incurred and amount of 
risks written and renewed by each company in 1910 in each State and 
Territory and in Canada, together with the ratio of losses to premiums 
in each instance. The fire business of the stock companies is shown in 
one tabulation for each State and Territory; the business of the mutual 
companies is shown separately, and the marine transactions are also 
given distinct from the fire business. In a number of States the tornado 
business is also presented separately. 

One recapitulation table gives totals for 1910 by States, as follows: 
Stock companies, mutual companies, marine business and tornado busi- 
ness, with totals under each head for the United States and Canada, 
and grand totals showing the whole fire and marine business in 1910 in 
the United States and Canada. The other recapitulation table gives the 
total fire and marine business in each State and Territory, respectively, 
in the years 1885, 1890, 1895, 1900, 1905, 1909 and 1910, with totals by 
States for the twenty-six years, 1885 to 1910, inclusive; the grand totals 
for the United States and Canada by years for each of the last twenty- 
six years, and a summary of the business for that period. The table last 
referred to shows the premiums and losses, with loss ratios, and shows 
that in twenty-six years the premiums aggregated nearly $5,300,000,000, 
with a loss ratio of 55.7 per cent. The book comprises 150 pages and is 
bound substantially in leather. Presenting a vast array of statistical data 
in the most convenient form and being published prior to the issuance of 
most of the State reports, this publication will, as in past years, be 
much appreciated by fire underwriters throughout the country.—Journal 
of Commerce and Commercial Bulletin, New York. 





The Firebug Trust. 


CHICAGO, July 27.—The firebug conspiracy, mysteriously referred to 
by Fire Marshal Boyle of Springfield in his address before the Chicago 
Association of Commerce, is understood to center about a gang of 
Syrians, with headquarters in certain large Southern and Western 
cities. The detectives have discovered that these men would start stores 
devoted to the sale of laces, silks and Oriental bric-a-brac, insuring the 
stock for large amounts. The bulk of the valuable stock could be 
packed in a few trunks and easily shipped away, and empty boxes made 
up most of the stock which was burned. All the books, invoices and 
letters were written in Syrian, which made it difficult for the adjusters 
to get at the facts and understand the methods of bookkeeping. 





—The Gresham Fire and Accident of London will do business in Canada. 

—Agents of the Jefferson of Philadelphia will hereafter report to the home 
office, there now being no general agencies. 

—The semi-annual statement of the Milwaukee Mechanics of Milwaukee shows 
$4,101,142 of assets, a capital of $1,000,000, and a net surplus of $708,921. 

—J. Harvey Patterson, second vice-president of the Camden Fire of Camden, 
N. J., has resigned to become vice-president anc manager of the Los Angeles 
Fire of Los Angeles, Cal. 
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LIFE INSURANCE TOPICS 


NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


Life Business is Good.—Philadelphia life insurance companies all 
report very gratifying increases in new business written during the 
second quarter of the year as compared with the figures shown for 
the same period of last year, and it is generally expected that 1911 
will be the banner year. 

A Liability Insurance Suit—The Travelers of Hartford has filed 
an equity suit in Common Pleas Court No. 2 against Norcross & 
Edmunds of this city for an order compelling the firm to allow an 
examination of its books, to discover the earnings of its employees 
during the term of three policies which the company issued to that 
concern to indemnify it against loss by reason of the liability imposed 
by law for damages by injuries or death of any employees while 
performing their duties. The Travelers made several demands for 
the information and production of the books, and claims that while 
Norcross & Edmunds have not refused they have not given the 
opportunity to obtain the desired information. 


L. H. Alexander Superintendent of Accident Department.—Louis 
H. Alexander, one of the best-known accident underwriters in this 
section of the country, on Tuesday became superintendent of the 
accident department which has just been started by the Philadelphia 
Life, and has already made arrangements to handle some of the 
surplus business of the General Accident. He has had considerable 
and very valuable experience with the Fidelity and Casualty of New 
York and the Employers Liability of London. 








THE MIDDLE STATES. 


Fraternal Bill Vetoed. 


ALBANY, July 29.—Governor Dix vetoed Senator Ramsperger’s bill 
amending the Insurance Law relative to certificates of authority to be 
issued to secret or fraternal orders desiring to enter a foreign State or 
country. The Governor gives these reasons for declining to approve the 
measure: 

“The amendment proposed by this bill, in relation to certificates of 
authority to be issued by the State Superintendent of Insurance, does 
not meet with my approval. In my judgment, the effect of this pro- 
posed amendment is to weaken the Insurance Law of this State. The 
corporation which is vitally interested in this proposition is sound and 
undoubtedly will have for all time sufficient assets to meet all of its 
liabilities. The policy of the State, however, in reference to this class 
of corporations has been settled for years and I am of the opinion that 
I would not be justified in changing it as proposed. For this reason I 
disapprove the bill.’’ 





—All of the outstanding stock of the Citizens Life of Reading, Pa., will be 
turned over to the Home Life Insurance Company of America, Philadelphia. 

—Last week William J. Cotter, Leo D. Jacoby, W. George Whitfield and Evan 
F. Dardine were arrested at the instance of the directors of the Citizens Life of 
America, of Reading, Pa., on a charge of conspiracy. The four men mentioned 
were promoters of the company and the sum involved in the complaint is said 
to aggregate over $100,000. 

—The Reliance Life of Pittsburg, Pa., has started its field force in the annual 
rich reward race extending from July 29 to September 30. Applications must be 
written and examined the same week and all business must be paid for within 
sixty days. Every agent securing one application a week six weeks out of eight 
qualifies for a reward, while those securing one a week seven and eight weeks 
out of the period will receive double and treble rewards respectively. 





THE WEST. 





First National Life, Tacoma, Wash. 


The first annual meeting of the agents of the First National Life 
occurred at the home office, Tacoma, Wash., Friday and Saturday, July 
14 and 15, and was a great success, although less of a social event than 
of educational value. This company is organizing a course of instruc- 
tion under the name of the First National College of Life Insurance, 
and by correspondence and semi-annual meetings, with examinations at 
the end of the year, expects to keep the men in the field learning and 
growing, and qualify them for the agency organization by this method 
rather than by the mere writing of one hundred thousand of business in 
twelve months. Twenty men out of twenty-two passed examinations 
and were invested with the insignia of the organization, which bears the 
name “Tacoma Club.” The officers who took their places by writing the 
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largest volume of paid-for business in a ten-weeks’ contest are as 
follows: Geo. M. Jacobs, president; J. E. Horton, first vice-president; 
Chas. Gustaves, second vice-president; J. A. Bristol, third vice-president. 

The company is launching at this time a new survivorship investment 
line of policies, which was announced and explained toe the agents at 
this meeting. The convention was entertained at the Union Club and 
Country Club, and the closing session was a banquet at the Tacoma Com- 
mercial Club, to which trustees of the company, prominent policyholders 
and other guests were invited. 





A. W. Allstrom with Northwestern National Life of Minneapolis. 


Henry W. Allstrom,’ formerly actuary and secretary of the Occidental 
Life of Los Angeles, Cal., has been appointed actuary of the North- 
western National Life of Minneapolis. Before going with the Occidental 
in 1906, Mr. Allstrom was connected with the New York Life for two 
years and with the Manhattan Life of New York for four years. He 
will take up his new duties August 15. 





Commonwealth Life of Frederick, Okla., to Get Charter. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, July 29.—Through their attorney, who appeared be- 
fore the Oklahoma Insurance Department last week, the promoters and 
incorporators of the Commonwealth Life of Frederick, Okla., have agreed 
to accept the rulings of Insurance Commissioner Perry A. Ballard, and 
upon signing said agreement the Secretary of State of Oklahoma has 
issued a charter to the company. The promoters, however, instead of 
procuring a surety bond, as at first insisted upon by Commissioner Bal- 
lard, have agreed that all money or other valuable consideration accepted 
in the sale of stock of the company shall be deposited with the Insurance 
Department until the company is finally organized and license to write 
insurance obtained. 





Michigan State Life of Detroit Reports Progress. 


On July 20 the Michigan State Life of Detroit passed the $2,000,000 
mark for new business for the year 1911. This is twenty-five per cent in 
excess of business for the same period of 1910, and almost double the 
new business for the same period of 1909. The death claims for the first 
six months of the year amounted to only $3000. The company, in addi- 
tion to declaring and paying an eight per cent dividend on its capital 
stock, increased its surplus during the first six months by $7000, which 
is a remarkable showing for a company of its age. The fourth anni- 
versary of the company will be celebrated by an agents’ meeting, held 
in Detroit on August 28, 29 and 30. Elbert L. Hubbard will be one of 
the principal speakers at the banquet to be eld on the evening of 
August 28. 





State Life Insurance in Wisconsin. 


MADISON, July 29.—Inquiries as to Wisconsin’s new plan of State in- 
surance are coming into the Insurance Department in much volume. 
Over a hundred letters have been received from prospective policyholders 
asking about rates, terms of contract, etc. All such communications are 
referred to the waiting list, for, while the law providing for the plan has 
been enacted, the machinery for its administration has not yet been 
adjusted. The law allows the Department two years within which to 
make the necessary arrangements, but it is probable the State will be 
ready to insure lives in about one year. 





—The Union Life of Chicago will continue business as heretofore, the directors 
having arranged to make good the impairment. 


—James L. Rippey, for twenty-five years connected with the Union Central 
Life of Cincinnati in Chicago, died suddenly Sunday, at the age of seventy-four. 

—Hoyt W. Gale, who has been State agent in Ohio for the Columbian National 
Life of Boston, has been appointed supervisor for the Hartford Life of Hart- 
ford in Northern Ohio. 


—The Great Western Life of Kansas City has passed the million-dollar mark in 
assets and has over fourteen millions in force. It hopes to close the year with 
sixteen millions on its books. 

—A suit will be brought by the Continental Life Insurance and Investment 
Company of Salt Lake City to test the constitutionality of the Idaho law limiting 
the rate of interest on policy loans to five per cent. 

+A party of officials of the Kansas City Life consisting of Colonel rred W. 
Fleming, vice-president; O. J. Durand, manager for New Mexico, and O. H. 
Dean, member of the board of directors, will spend their summer vacation on a 
motor-car tour of France, leaving New York on August 5 and returning about 
September 18 in time for the American Life Convention at Pittsburg. 

—The International Life of St. Louis made good headway in the first six 
months of the current year, the total new insurance written aggregating more 
than $6,000,000, which is an increase of about $1,500,000 over the corresponding 
period of last year. The management is much gratified with the decided im- 
provement in the character of business written, the new issue showing prac- 
tically no term insurance and a decided tendency toward twenty-payment life 
anu twenty-year endowment forms. 

—The International Life has just inaugurated a contest for 19:1 appointees. 
J. L. Babler, vice-president of the company, has sent out letters saying that the 
1911 appointees who write $30,000 of business (term insurance excluded) between 
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July 18 and September 18 and pay for same before October 1, will be invited to 
the big convention which is to be held at St. Louis October 27 and 28, at the 
company’s expense. Mr. Babler seems to think that this will double the 
business of the new appointees during the period and greatly aid in developing 
new men. It is expected that at least one hundred will attend the Big Club 
meeting of the company on account of this offer. 


THE SOUTH. 


Southland Life of Dallas, Tex. 


A remarkable record has been made by the Southland Life of Dallas, 
Tex., by placing over ten millions of business on its books in the twenty- 
six months which elapsed between its organization.and June 30 last. Its 
semi-anhual statement shows assets of $661,835 and a surplus of $396,- 
177, including the capital stock of $293,390. The outstanding insurance is 
$10,230,032, while the agents are turning in half a million of new busi- 
ness in every thirty days. Good opportunities are open for first class 
men with the Southland Life. : 





Ohio National Life of Cincinnati Entering Kentucky. 
CINCINNATI, July 29.—The Ohio National Life of Cincinnati has 
entered Kentucky. The company intends to throw its entire field force 
into the new territory and organize an agency force as rapidly as pos- 
sible. The agency force of the company is making good its promise for 
$500,000 new business during July, which is ‘‘Judge Lemert Month,’’ and 
over $400,000 has already been reported. 





Central Life of Louisville Organizes. 


LOUISVILLE, July 29.—The Central Life of Louisville has completed 
the work of organization, and has elected the following officers: W. H. 
Gregory, president; R. E. Gregory, first vice-president; George D. Bur- 
dette, second vice-president; Thomas H. Roger, treasurer; Horace 
Rutherford, secretary, and D. W. Baird, general counsel. The stock- 
holders elected fifty directors, many of whom are well-known business 
men. The company plans to begin writing business in the near future, 
Kentucky and Louisiana having been selected as the States in which 
business will be begun. The company is capitalized at $100,000, but 
officers of the company state that this will be increased in the near 
future to $500,000. 





—The Gresham Life of London will enter Canada. 


—R. N. Stafford, a director of the San Antonio Life, died at his home in 
Mineola, Tex., recently. 


—The Progressive Order of the West, a fraternal organization of St. Louis, 
Mo., has been licensed in West Virginia. 


—Application for license is now pending with the Insurance Department of 
Mississippi for the Bankers Reserve Life of Omaha, Neb. 


—The Penn Mutual Life of Philadelphia wrote $35,723,355 of paid-for business 
in the first half of this year, or $2,069,381 more than in the corresponding period 
last year. 


—A suit has been decided in Arkansas by which life companies, in computing 
their premiums for taxation, may deduct dividends paid to policyholders, as 
well as losses. 


—The new business of the North State Life of Kinston, N. C., for the first siix 
months of 1911 was more than for the entire year of 1910, though the company 
still confines its operations to the two Carolinas. 


—The Mystic Tribe of Montazuma of Greenville, Tex., has been licensed in 
Arkansas. This is a negro fraternal association, and the report filed with In- 
surance Commissioner Colquitt shows assets of $593 and liabilities amounting 
to $64. 


—The West Virginia Liife Underwriters Association was organized recently 
with these officers: President, C. A. Veden; first vice-president, James P. 
Hanley; second vice-president, G. C. Cook; treasurer, George Baird; secretary, 
Ignatius Brennan of Wheeling. 


—The Conservative Life of Wheeling, W. Va., was examined by the West 
Virginia Insurance Department as of May 31 last at the company’s request. The 
examiners reported that the company has made rapid progress and that it is 
striving for economy and efficiency. 


—The assets of the Northwestern Mutual Life of Miilwaukee are now over 
$279,000,000, and it has about $1,125,000,000 of insurance in force. In the year 
ended June 30 last it paid $12,425,000 as dividends to policyholders—an increase of 
$1,477,000 over the dividends of the previous year. 

—A suit against John A. Darwin, president of the Mutual Life Industrial 
Association of Athens, Ga., has been decided against him and a receiver named 
to take charge of the company. An appeal is being taken to the Supreme 
Court, and until a decision is rendered Mr. Darwin will continue to manage the 
company. 

—A bill prescribing the conditions under which health, accident and life in- 
surance companies or associations may operate in the District of Columbia has 
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been introduced in Congress. It amends section 653 of the code. Another bill 
provides for the filing of annual statements and a third amends section 652 so as 
to make it apply to companies operating in, instead of only those domiciled in 
the District. 


—Albert E. Rountree, who was elected secretary of the North State Life of 
Kinston, N. C., in June, has entered upon his duties. Mr. Rountree has been 
for some time past chief accountant for the South Porto Rico Sugar Company, 
but is familiar with the business of life insurance in general and with the North 
State Life in particular, being a native of Kinston and having been with the 
North State from its organization down to about‘two years ago. His return in an 
official relation is welcomed by the home-office force and by the field men 
generally. 





MISCELLANEOUS LIFE NEWS. 


NATIONAL FRATERNAL CONGRESS. 


Closing Sessions—Papers Presented—New Officers. 
[SPECIAL REPORT TO THE SPECTATOR.] 


Cambridge Springs, July 27.—The second day’s session of the National 
Fraternal Congress, July 26, opened with the adoption of the report of 
the committee on credentials, which showed the following-named soci- 
eties represented: American Insurance Union, Ancient Order of United 
Workmen, Artisans Order of Mutual Protection, Catholic Knights of 
America, Catholic Mutual Benefit Association, Catholic Order of For- 
esters, Catholic Relief and Beneficiary Association, Catholic Women’s 
Benevolent Legion, Court of Honor, Degree of Honor, Fraternal Aid 
Association, Fraternal Mystic Circle, Improved Order Heptasophs, Inde- 
pendent Order of Foresters, Knights and Ladies of Security, Knights of 
Columbus, Knights of Honor, Knights of Pythias, Ladies Catholic Ben- 
evolent Association, Ladies of the Maccabees of the World, Ladies of the 
Modern Maccabees, Loyal Americans of the Republic, Loyal Association, 
Loyal Guard, National Union, New England Order of Protection, Order of 
Columbian Knights, Order of Mutual Protection, Protected Home Circle, 
Royal Arcanum, Royal Guardians, Royal League, Supreme Tribe of Ben 
Hur, United Order of Foresters, United Order of the Golden Cross, 
United Order of the Pilgrim Fathers, Vesta Circle—in all thirty-seven, 
with about 175 delegates in actual attendance. 

The Canadian Fraternal Association presented its greetings to the 
convention through its secretary, W. F. Mo’.tague of Toronto, which were 
acknowledged on behalf of the congress by W. L. Burdick of Lawrence, 
Kan. 

A. I. Vorys, former Insurance Superintendent of Ohio, read a paper on 
“Federal Supervision of Insurance,” which moved the convention to 
instruct its incoming executive committee to inaugurate a campaign 
immediately for the enactment of a law at Washington next winter for 
the establishment of a National Insurance Department. 

Other papers presented were: Old Age Pensions, Miss Emma E. 
Bower, M. D., of Port Huron, Mich.; The Fraternal Press, James Abbott, 
Chicago; The Origin, Growth and Development of the Fraternal Bene- 
ficiary System, Carlos S. Hardy, Los Angeles, Cal.; Basis upon which 
Deputies Should be Employed, Mrs. Carrie C. Van Orsdell, Portland, 
Ore.; The Physical and Mental Hazard in Life Insurance, Dr. C. C. Clancy, 
Port Huron, Mich. 

The various co-ordinate sections of the congress made reports of their 
activities during the year, the press section receiving an appropriation 
of $500 to enable it to send a representative to present its cause to the 
attention of the postal rate commission, which is announced to hold hear- 
ings in New York city in August under the direction of Associate Justice 
Hughes. The law section received a special grant of $400 to assist it 
in carrying on its special work along the lines of legal co-operation dur- 
ing the coming year. 

To provide for the deficit in the treasury arising because of the mani- 
fold activities of the congress in legislative and court review 
matters during the preceding year a special assessment proportioned to 
the membership of the constituent societies was ordered by vote of the 
convention. This matter of levying special assessments from time to 
time brought out a discussion which culminated in the adoption of a 
resolution instructing the executive committee to report at the next 
annual convention an estimate of the expenses probably incident to the 
work of the congress for the consideration of the body at its next con- 
vention, with reference to amending the constitution so that one assess- 
ment may be levied equitably on all societies, to take the place of the 
present plan of collecting income in annual dues and additional assess- 
ments from time to time to meet the needs of the treasury. 

The election of officers resulted as follows: President, D. P. Markey 
of Detroit, Mich.; vice-president, J. D. Clark of Dayton, Ohio; secretary- 
treasurer, C. A. Gower of Lansing, Mich., who, with Past President 
John J. Hynes of Buffalo (N. Y.) and Chas. EB, Piper of Chicago (Ill.), 
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appointed by the officers as chairman of the committee on statutory 
legislation, constitute the executive committee. 

The executive committee was instructed by a resolution of the congress 
to cultivate friendly relations with the Associated Fraternities of 
America and other similar organizations, and to seek their co-operation 
in all matters of legislation and cognate interests pertaining to the gen- 
eral welfare of fraternal benefit societies. 

The congress presented, in an address delivered by Mrs. L. B. Hart, 
a capacious cut glass punch bew! to the retiring president, John J. Hynes. 

Because of the incomparable accommodations afforded by the Hotel 
Vanadium and the unprecedented devotion to the welfare and entertain- 
ment of the delegates bestowed by the management of the hotel, the 
congress voted unanimously to return to Cambridge Springs for its con- 
vention in 1912—a mark of appreciation never before placed by the con- 
gress in its twenty-five years’ history. 





Ladies of the Maccabees of the World, Port Huron, Mich. 

The Supreme Hive Review of the Ladies of the Maccabees of the 
World, held in Atlantic City July 12-14, was a most harmonious and 
enthusiastic convention. The reports of the supreme commander and the 
supreme record keeper showed the order in a flourishing condition with 
the various States in its jurisdiction co-operating for the best welfare of 
the order. 

The supreme commander, Mrs. Lillian M. Hollister, owing to continued 
ill-health, was not a candidate for re-election, and Miss Bina M. West, 
supreme record keeper since the order’s organization in 1892, was unani- 
mously elected to fill the responsible position of supreme commander 
or National president, her splendid executive ability and her long ex- 
perience in the work adequately fitting her to assume the reins of gov- 
ernment. Miss Frances Partridge of Port Huron, Mich., was the unani- 
mous selection of the convention for supreme record keeper. 

The order has now a reserve fund of over $5,000,000. It is making a 
record gain for 1911, its first six months showing a net increase in benefit 
membership of 3674. 





Journal of the Institute of Actuaries. 

The July number of The Journal of the Institute of Actuaries is a 
double one, containing many important papers, together with two valu- 
able actuarial reports, made to the British Government. The latter 
embrace the report of the actuaries in relation to the scheme of insur- 
ance against sickness, disablement, etc., embodied in the National In- 
surance Bill, 1911, and the actuarial report on the scheme for insurance 
against unemployment, embodied in Part II of the National Insurance 
Bill. 

Other papers included relate to the Assurance Companies Act, 1909; 
Some explanatory notes on such portions of the act as relate to the 
business of life assurance, by Arthur Rhys Barrand; State Insurance 
Against Invalidity and Old Age—the actuarial basis of the Austrian 
method, by Geo. William Richmond; Dealings with Reversions, by A. H. 
Withers; On the curve of deaths when the force of mortality is ex- 
pressed by Makeham’s formula; also legal and actuarial notes. 

This double number contains 250 pages and will prove of interest to 
all interested in accident, health, invalidity and old-age plans of insur- 
ance, as well as to life insurance men. Copies may be obtained at $3 
each from The Spectator Company, 135 William street, New York. 





—The San Francisco Life of San Francisco has applied for admission to 
Nevada. 

—Henry W. Bishop of Chicago succeeds the late James W. Hull as a director 
of the Berkshire Life of Pittsfield, Mass. 

—C. F. Rigden of Denver, Western district manager for the Capital Life of 
Denver, died suddenly at Telluride, Col. 

—An agent in Washington State has had his license suspended for ‘‘knocking” 
another company with which he was in competition. 

—James Mergan Lee, for thirty-seven years connected with the Berkshire 
Life of Pittsfield, Mass., and for twenty-five years its actuary, died recently at 
his home in Pittsfield. 

—Prof. Wm. P. Stewart, at one time an actuary for the Metropolitan Life of 
New York, and later instructor of agents for the Mutual Life of New York, 
died recently in Kansas City, Mo. : 

—B. W. Clements of Los Angeles formerly with the New York Life, has been 
appointed agency organizer for the Western States Life of San Francisco and 
assistant to L. E. Kimball, agency director, in charge of the Los Angeles office. 

—The Metropolitan Life of New York has issued a new “convertible limited- 
payment life policy’ which is paid up by a limited number of payments, but 
which, on continuance of premium payments, becomes an accelerative endow- 
ment. 

—Arrangements have been made for those attending the Insurance Commis- 
sioners’ convention at Milwaukee from the East to leave New York on Sunday, 
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August 20, by the Lake Shore Limited at 5.30 P. M. For the return a trip is 
planned on the lakes to Buffalo. Reservations should be made through Insur- 
ance Commissioner Joseph Button, Richmond, Va. 

—Charles Wheeler Bell, Insurance Commissioner of Kentucky, has broken into 
literature with a paragraphic work which he calls “The Good Old Days.” He 
believes that there were several good things in those days, even though much 
has been changed for the better. The work is published by A. C. McClurg & 
Co. and sells at fifty cents a copy. There is nothing in it about insurance, for 
that has been materially improved since the good old days. 


—The Manhattan Life of New York announces the following agency appoint- 
ments: G. W. W. Gates, formerly with the Union Central, general agent for 
Kansas, with headquarters at Topeka; Jas. A. Symonds, Kansas City, for West- 
ern Missouri; G. L. Brust, Cleveland, for Northern Ohio. In the firm of W. B. 
Pace & Bro., Louisville, J. O. Pace has withdrawn and is succeeded by Clifton 
Pace, son of W. B. Pace, senior partner, and the style of the firm changed to 
W. B. Pace & Son, who have jurisdiction over Kentucky, Indiana and West 
Virginia. 








Casualty, Surety and Miscellaneous 








American Bankers “Assurance Company of Dover, Del. 


Charles H. Maull, Insurance Commissioner of Delaware, has revoked 
the certificate of authority of the American Bankers Assurance Company 
of Dover, Del., and reported the company to the attorney-general for 
further action. In the course of a long report the Commissioner makes 
various charges against some of the officers, alleging fraudulent conduct. 
It appear that the records of the company have been removed to St. 
Louis, where an attempt has been made to hold a directors’ meeting in 
contravention of the laws of Missouri. Harry M. Rubey, the president 
of the company, is specifically charged with violations of law, while the 
Federal Trust Company of St. Louis is alleged to have procured a certi- 
ficate of stock of the American Bankers to the amount of $100,000 by 
transferring securities, the value of which was misrepresented. 

John B. Christensen, vice-president of the company, is making vigor- 
ous efforts to protect the interests of the stockholders as against Messrs. 
Rubey, Landon, Cook and Thomas, who have removed the records to St. 
Louis. An application for a receiver was made so that the assets might 
be conserved, and on August 1, Judge McQuillin of the United States 
Circuit Court, sitting at St. Louis, appointed Chase Morsey as such 
official. 

Most of the assets of the company consist of stock in the Federal Union 
Surety Company of Indianapolis, which is in flourishing condition under 
the presidency of Mr. Christensen. About $200,000 more is held in such 
shape as not to be readily wasted or converted. 





Nicholas Muller Secretary of Southwestern Casualty of San 
Antonio, Tex. 


The numerous friends of Nicholas Muller, formerly secretary of the 
Casualty Company of America, New York, will be pleased to learn of his 
election as secretary of the Southwestern Casualty of San Antonio, 
Tex. Mr. Muller has enjoyed a successful career in the casualty insur- 
ance field, and the Southwestern is to be congratulated on its choice, 
for his efforts will doubtless assist materially toward building up a suc- 
cessful business for the company, which has been but recently organized. 

The organization of the Southwestern Casualty was accomplished by 
Clymer & Tousey and is now complete. Accident, burglary and plate 
glass lines will be written at first, with extension to bonding and lia- 
bility branches later, when the company’s capital will also be increased 
to $500,000. 





Empire State Surety of New York Examined. 


An examination of the Empire State Surety Company of New York, 
recently completed by the New York Insurance Department, shows that 
on December 31, 1910, the company had $1,243,537 of admitted assets, 
a capital of $500,000, and a net surplus of $92,071. These figures repre- 
sent an increase of $6500 in assets and a decrease of about $44,000 in 
surplus, due principally to information as to losses which was not avail- 
able when the company’s statement was filed. 





The Detroit Conference Meeting. 

The following social events have been arranged for the annual meet- 
ing of the Detroit Conference at Niagara Falls, August 16-19: Wednes- 
day afternoon, automobile ride for ladies of the convention. Wednes- 
day evening, euchre party. Thursday afternoon, baseball games between 
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the East and West, the South to play the winner—each game five 
innings. Thursday evening, volunteer concert. Friday afternoon, gorge 
ride and a steamer trip on Lake Erie. Friday evening, banquet; Louis 
J. Fibel, toastmaster. 





Opinion on Massachusetts Compensation Bill. 


The Massachusetts Supreme Court handed down its ruling as to the 
constitutionality of the Saunders-Parks compensation bill, known as 
House bill 2154, now before the Massachusetts Senate, and upon which 
an opinion had been asked by the latter body. 

The opinion is given that the proposed act is not unconstitutional, 
and says, in part, that the questions submitted are important and the 
proposed act involves a radical departure in the manner of dealing with 
actions er claims for damages for personal injuries received by em- 
ployees in the course of their employment from that which has here- 
tofore prevailed in this Commonwealth. 

With regard to the first section of the act proposed (Part 1, Sec. 1), 
which provides that a defense may not be established by an employer, 
(1) on the grounds that the employee was negligent; (2) on the grounds 
that the injury was caused by the negligence of a fellow employee; (3) 
on the grounds that the employee had assumed the risk of the injury, 
the Court interprets Sections 1 and 2 as meaning contributory negli- 
gence, and upon such an interpretation the section is ruled constitu- 
tional. Furthermore, the Court says there is nothing in the section 
which authorizes the taking of property without due process of law, and 
so the section is not unconstitutional, as was the New York act, for this 
reason, as recently decided by the New York Supreme Court. 

As to the rest of the act, dealing mainly with the establishment of 
the Massachusetts Employees Insurance Association, the Court finds 
that it differs from the New York act in that the association is purely 
a voluntary affair so far as employees and membership are concerned, 
and does not compel the employee to waive his right of action at common 
law. 

The consideration that non-subscribing employers cannot set up the 
defenses of contributory negligence or assumption of risk against an 
employee suing to recover, and that the employee cannot recover for 
death from the subscribing employer, do not, according to the Court, 
constitute legal compulsion. 

The interpretation of Sections 4 and 7 of Part 3 are vegy closely re- 
stricted by the Court’s interpretation, which reads as follows: ‘The 
Court assumes that the meaning of Sections 4 and 7 of Part III of the 
proposed act is that the approved agreement or decision therein men- 
tioned is to be enforced by proceedings in court and not by process to 
be issued by the Industrial Accident Board itself.’’ 

In conclusion, the Court says: 

“Taking into account the non-compulsory character of the proposed 
act, we see nothing in any of these provisions which is not ‘in con- 
formity with’ the Fourteenth Amendment to the Federal Con- 
stitution, or which infringes upon any provision of our Constitution 
in regard to the taking of property ‘without due process of law’ (which 
expression last in quotations the Court explains to be an abbreviation 
of the legal form intended). It is within the power of the legislature 
to provide that no agreement by an employee to waive his rights shall 
be valid.”’ 

In regard to the amendment, it is to be observed that no liability 
insurance company is obliged to insure, and that if it chooses to do so 
there is nothing unconstitutional in requiring that it and the policyholder 
shall be governed by the provisions of the act so far as applicable. 

The opinion is signed by Justices Morton, Hammond, Braley, Sheldon 
and Rugg, the presiding justice and one other judge being absent. 

The opinicn is freely expressed that this ruling will have a far- 
reaching effect on similar legislation in other States. 





Removal of Southern Sureties Company of Muskogee, Okla. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, July 29.—The Oklahoma Insurance Department has 
been considerably annoyed in the past by inquiries with reference to the 
reported transfer of the home office of the Southern Sureties Company, 
Muskogee, Okla., from Muskogee, Okla., to St. Louis, Mo., and Insurance 
Commissioner Ballard has made the following statement: 

“The home office of the Southern Sureties Company, is now, and must 
remain in Oklahoma, until such time as by a majority vote of the stock- 
holders the present charter is dissolved. An attempt has been made to 
set in circulation a new policy form indicating the home office to be 
located at St. Louis, but this has been disapproved by this Department, 
and the officers of the Southern Sureties Company notified to discontinue 
its use, which they have promised. At the time of the joint conference 
between the Insurance Commissioners of Kansas, Missouri and Okla- 
homa, this phase of the case was duly considered and the transfer dis- 
approved of, until brought about in a proper and legal manner satis- 
factory to the Insurance Departments interested and stockholders.”’ 





Casualty Notes. 

—The Western Casualty Company has moved from North Yakima, Wash., to 
Spokane. 

—Umstead & Co. of Philadelphia have been appointed general agents for the 
Continental Casualty of Chicago. 

—The Sunset Assurance Association is organizing at Santa Barbara, Cal., to 
write accident and health insurance. 

—The Conservative Casualty Company of Seattle, Wash., began business July 
25, writing accident and health insurance. 

—The Oklahoma Insurance Department has been making an examination of 
the Union Accident and Life Insurance Company of Muskogee, Okla., and as a 
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result of the investigation the company will be required to strengthen its surplus 
by the addition of approximately $25,000. 

—The Connecticut House has passed a bill removing the $5000 limit. in actions 
for damages growing out of fatal accidents. P 

—Sidney N. Moon of Boston, the liability insurance expert, is.in the Massa- 
chusetts Hospital at Boston with a broken leg. 

—A company writing accident insurance in South Dakota will be required, 
from January 1, 1912, to maintain a deposit of $50,000 in that State. 

—Harrington-Skiles Company of Minneapolise have been appointed general 
agents for the Prudential Casualty for Southern Minnesota and Northern Wis- 
consin. 

—Dunning & Dunning of Duluth, Minn., have been appointed general agents 
for the Prudential Casualty of Indianapolis for Northern Minnesota and Northern 
Wisconsin. 

—The Michigan Insurance Department fined the Hoosier Casualty Company of 
Indianapolis $100 for failing to secure a license for an agent, and the company 
has withdrawn from the otate named. 

—The Fidelity and Casualty Company of New York has listed thirty-three 
boiler accidents from April 28 to June 19; ninety-four elevator accidents from 
April 24 to May 30, and seven fly-wheel explosions from May 14 to June 19. 

—The annual meeting of the National Mutual Union, made up of accident and 
health companies operating on the mutual plan, will be held at Niagara Falls 
August 15, the aay previous to the annual meeting of the Detroit Conference. 

—F. R. Jones, of the Board of Casualty and Surety Underwriters, states that 
more than 2000 bills affecting casualty and surety companies were introduced in 
the various State legislatures during their recent sessions, and more than 200 
became laws.-: 

—The Minnesota Insurance Department has notified the Continental Casualty 
Company of Chicago to show cause August 8 why its license should not be 
revoked or suspended on the ground of its having employed an unauthorized 
agent at Chisholm. 

—The standard form of bank burglary and robbery policy devised and copy- 
righted by the American Bankers Association has been completed and can only 
be used in insuring association members. it is very similar to the regular 
modern forms now in use. : 

—The June-July number of the monthly bulletin of the Fidelity and Casualty 
Company of New York describes the convention of resident managers and 
general agents held on June 5-6 last, and contains the papers read at the con- 
vention. It is a most interesting and instructive issue. 

—Preparations are in progress for the organization of the Wisconsin Mutual 
Employers Liability Insurance Company. Representatives of manufacturing 
concerns recently met and appointed a committee to draft articles of incorpor.- 
tion, of which G. F. Steele of Port Edwards is chairman and W. A. Fricke 
is secretary. 

—The Fidelity and Deposit Company of Maryland has re-entered Nevada, and 
is now licensed to do all lines of surety and casualty business, with the exception 
of personal accident. The State has been assigned to the Pacific Coast Depart- 
ment. The company has appointed as its general agents at Reno the Bank of 
Nevada Savings and Trust Company, and L. E. C. Hinckley has been appointed 
to act as attorney. 





Surety Notes. 


—The Southern Surety of Oklahoma has been licensed in Illinois. 


—Bank fidelity rates were discussed last week by the Surety Association of 
America. 

—The National Surety Company of New York has deposited $75,000 in West 
Virginia and been licensed to write fidelity and surety business in that State. 

—A. P. Redding, formerly secretary of the Pacific Surety Company of San 
Francisco, has been appointed resident vice-president and attorney-in-fact for the 
State of California for the Equitable Surety of St. Louis, Mo., with headquarters 
in San Francisco. 

—Howard Abrahams has resigned as manager of the New York city local 
fidelity and surety department of the Maryland Casualty Company of Baltimore 
to resume his former post as assistant secretary of the National Surety Company 
of New York. Thos. J. Grahame succeeds Mr. Abrahams with the Maryland 
Casualty. 

—Assistant Secretary of the Treasury R. O. Bailey has ruled that “the Munich’ 
Reinsurance Company of Munich, being a foreign corporation and not having 
complied with the regulations of the Treasury Department relating to rein- 
suring companies, as required by the provisions of Department circular of Sep- 
tember 21, 1910, can not be recognized as an acceptable reinsuring company.” 

—Henry D. King, assistant secretary of the American Surety Company of New 
York, and George J. Arnold, resident assistant secretary at Cleveland, Ohio, 
have returned from the National Fraternal Congress, which was in session from 
July 24 to July 28 at the Hotel Vanadium, Cambridge Springs, Pa. A strenuous 
campaign for the American Surety Company was maintained during the congress. 

—A bond of $1,250,000 covering the work on New York subways to be dene by 
the Bradley Contracting Company has been placed through George W. ¥ueng- 
ling, resident secretary at New York of the Title Guaranty and Surety Gompany 
of Scranton. The premium for four years is $66,000 per annum, and Mr. Yueng- 
ling arranged for this entire record bond in the record time of two and a half 
hours. . 
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figency Wants. 


Eigencp Wants. 








~ WHICH SHALL IT BE? 


A Word to You Men of ABILITY and INTEGRITY 


Do you DESIRE a connection 
with a strong, wide-awake institu- 
tion, one whose officers will stand 


the SPOTLIGHT? 


If so, and you are the man who can 
GET RESULTS on a good stock 
selling proposition, 

Address “Integrity,” 


Care of The Spectator, P. O. Box 1117, 
: New York City, N.Y. 





Home Fire Insurance Company 
OF INDIANA 
HOME OFFICE, INDIANAPOLIS 
JOHN C. BILLHEIMER, Ex Auditor of State, President 


Proposed Capital and Surplus 
Two Million Dollars 


Over $1,000,000 subscribed in Indiana. Can now 
use HIGH GRADE stock salesmen for other 
States. 
EDWARD W. ZAISER, = = = Stock Manager. 








Exceptional leads furnished. Address, 











WANTED at once General 
Agent for Whole or Part 
of Michigan. 


W. J. KIMBER, 
Vice-Pres. 


The Great Northern 


Life Insurance Company 
Toledo, Ohio 














Wide Awake Stock Salesmen, Take Notice 


A progressive Life Insurance Company, with a strong record as to 
growth and economical management, is now placing a limited 
amount of its heretofore Treasury Stock on the market. 

A good opportunity for a few live men. For particulars address . 
A. Silvers, Dallas, Texas. 


STOCK SALESMEN 


IT WILL PAY YOU to make connection in the prosperous 
Southland. The GULF COAST LIFE INSURANCE COM- 
PANY is now ready for a few HIGH GRADE, RELIABLE 
MEN to sell first issue Capital Stock. 

STRONG LEADS LIBERAL COMMISSION 


Address with references 


Gulf Coast Life Insurance Company 


GULFPORT, MISS. 




















The Protective Life Assurance Society 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 


desires good live District Managers, Local Agents and 
Solicitors for New York and Pennsylvania. 

To good producers will be given a good renewal 
commission contract with liberal advances on business 
secured. For Agency terms and territory, address 


Cc. H. CLEMENS, Secretary, 
Mutual Life Building BUFFALO, N., Y, 








INSURANCE. COMPANIES 








Is your capital impaired or 
depleted, if so, communicate 
with “ BANKER” 


care of “ The Spectator” 
P. O. Box 1117 
New York City, N. Y. 














An interesting proposition to those carrying 


FRATERNAL INSURANCE 
Liberal Commission to Agents, 


| AMERICAN SERVICE UNION, 220 Broadway, N.Y. City 
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Figency Wants, 


Prominent Hgents and Brokers. 














WANTED 


Stock Salesmen and Insurance Men 
to organize additional states for a going old line Life Insurance 
Company. 9§A limited amount of an increased issue of the 
capital stock will be sold in each state. 

$200,000 DEPOSITED WITH HOME STATE 

We have the best selling proposition now on the market and 
are prepared to make very liberal terms to men qualified to take 
charge of territory and supervise and finance agents. 
Address in strict confidence, stating age, experience and references. 


INSURANCE, Post Office Box 1192 
New York, N. Y. 























A POLICY-HOLDERS COMPANY 





The Volunteer State Life Ins. Co. 


Z. C. PATTEN, President 


Home Office:: CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 
Shows STRENGTH and PROGRESS. This fact in connection with the 
LOW NET COST OF PROTECTION can but impress Policyholders. 


LIBERAL AGENCY CONTRACTS AND OPEN TERRITORY 
to men of integrity and ability. 








Come to CHICAGO and work for 


THE MUTUAL LIFE 


BIG Field go Ri oon BIG Contract 


For Particulars Write 
DARBY A. DAY, Manager rs 


THEIS BROS. 


25-27-29 West Market Street, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR PENNSYLVANIA 
excluding Allegheny and Philadelphia Countie. 








The Temple, Chicago 











German Fire Insurance Company, Pittsburg; German-American Insurance Company, 
Pittsburg; Keystone Underwriters, Pittsburg. 


AGENTS WANTED in all protected Towns and Cities. 








Prominent Agents and Brokers. 


Suburban Lines Fire Insurance are solicited for these Companies 

American geX. J.; Aachen a heh, Boston; Gespmercial Sighons 

Equitable . <3 n io Bes Fidelity nderwriters, Hanover 

N. Y. Usdereviters Aquacy, New Brunswick. ’ 

Business for Mount Vernon and Westchester County written. 
Brokers’ lines solicited and protected. 


THE OLIVER HUBBARD CO. 


Phone 1910 13 South Third Ave., Argus Bidg., Mount Vernon, N. Y. 





SURPLUS LINES 


—— AND — 
SPECIAL HAZARDS 


We will write the lines you cannot 
handle locally. 


D.C. SCHUPP @ CO. 


Representing first-class American Fire Companies. 
Liberal Commissions. 


NOW AT PEORIA, ILL. 








ETTIBONE & KROUSE, GENERAL AGENTS 
325 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 


Queen City Fire Insurance Co. William Penn Fire Insurance Co. 
Hawkeye Insurance Co. International Fire Insurance Co. 





W. C. Bennett ESTABLISHED 1869 J. Burns Allen 


HARLES TREDICK & CO., INSURANCE AGENTS 


and Brokers, 339 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Special Attention Given to Surplus Lines 








insurance Stocks. 








RECTOR 2817 ESTABLISHED 1864 


E. S. BAILEY 


DEALER IN 


INSURANCE STOCKS 
A SPECIALTY 


66 BROADWAY NEW YORK, N. Y. 








PERCY B. DUTTON 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


New York State Manager 


Humboldt Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburg, Pa. 
Teutonia Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburg, Pa. 


IRWIN & GRIFFIN, New Orleans, La. 
General Agents Louisiana and Mississippi 


TWENTY YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
Hamburg-Bremen Fire Insurance Company of Hamburg, Germany 
Stuyvesant Insurance Co. of New York Frankfort Marine & Accident Ins. 
National Lumber Ins. Co. of Buffalo, N. Y. Co. of Germany 
Lumber Insurance Co. of New York New York Plate Glass Ins. Co. of N. Y. 
Maryland Casualty Company (Bonding Department) 








BUXTON INSURING AGENCY 


63 WILLIAM STREET H NEW YORK 


Special facilities for handling excess lines for local agentsin any part of 
the country. 
Long distance ’phone John 147 
HERBERT BUXTON, representing in eastern and southern territory surplus line 
companies comprising agency of E. T. Marshall & Co. of Chicago. 











Insurance Lawyers. 








N. RUFUS GILL & SONS 
215 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, Md. 


Insurance and Corporation Law 





IRELAND 


GEORGE McILDOWIE & SONS, Attorneys-at-Law, Belfast, Ireland. 
Refer to Equitable Life, Mutual Life, New York Life, Metropolitan, tna Life, John Hancock, 
Mutual, Illinois, Life Boston Mutual, and American Consul at Belfast. Cables: Macildowie Belfast 








Actuartal. 








AVID PARKS FACKLER, 
Ex-President Actuarial Society 
EDWARD B. FACKLER, LL. B. 
Fellow Actuarial Society 
CONSULTING ACTUARIES $ 
35 Nassau Street, New York (Rooms 1403-4-5) 











